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IN the Oscar-nominated Up In The Air,
George Clooney plays a high-flying busi-
nessman whose job it is to fire people.
Find out what our reviewer Megan Le-
wis thought of the latest flick on Page
19.
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Local News

A
CHILDREN’S
fiction novel
inspired by a
dream and

her childhood in Rock-
hampton has reached
bestseller lists for
author Leigh K Cunning-
ham.
The Glass Table is
described as an eco-
fantasy thriller, written
for eight to 12-year-olds,
where 12 children dis-
appear while swimming
at the fictional Lake
Como during the sum-
mer holidays.
Leigh, who now lives
in Singapore with her
husband Steve, has
named characters in
the book after her
nephews and nieces
living in this region,
including two primary
characters, Jack and
Jordan.
Other features of the
book, including the
location, are drawn
from her memories
growing up.
“When we were kids,
it was a treat to go
down to “the beach”
(Lammermoor Beach,
Yeppoon or The Cause-
way) for the weekend,”
Leigh said.
“That’s basically how
Lake Como and Rum-
pole emerged in the
book – the characters
all live in Rumpole
(Rocky) and when it’s
hot or school holidays,
they head up to Lake
Como (the beach/
Causeway) to get away,
although the places
have been fictionalised

quite a bit – Lake Como
is not a beach, but a
lake.”

Other parts draw
from her childhood
school holidays spent in
North Queensland at
Babinda, while the
initial story was deve-
loped from a dream
Steve had while they
were sailing in the
Whitsundays.
Leigh (nee Rycan)
was born in Rock-
hampton and went to
primary school in
Frenchville and The
Rockhampton Girls’

Grammar.
In other books she
has written, Leigh also
pays tribute to her
former Girls’ Grammar
history teacher Mrs
Mulder and English
teacher Ms Jenkins by
naming characters after
them.
Her fondest memo-
ries of growing up in
Rocky were being able
to ride her bike to
school and of how the
rivers flowed during the
summer school holidays
because it rained so
much.
“We used to go down
to Moores Creek with
tyre tubes and ride the
rapids,” she said.
“Back in those days,
the local corner store

reigned supreme and
on pocket money days
we used to ride around
to Bruin’s store and get
our supplies of lollies
and chocolate.”
She also met her

husband Steve Cun-
ningham in Rock-
hampton at just 18.
Leigh met Steve, a

soccer player with the
Capricorn Rams,
through her brother
who played on the
same team.
They

married in
1983 and
still make
regular
trips back
to Rock-
hampton
from
Singa-
pore to
visit
family.
Before

writing,
Leigh
worked
as a lawyer and
spent most of her ca-
reer as a senior exec-
utive. It wasn’t until
moving to Singapore
that she had the oppor-
tunity to write full time.
The Glass Table, her

first book published,
was the second book
she had written.
The sequel to The

Glass Table, called
Shards, is due for re-
lease in March. Leigh
admits she had no
intention to write an
environmental theme
novel initially.
“This happened

organically as it is
impossible to create a

world where children
are living in a river
without considering
what threats there
might be to the ecosys-
tem that is their new
home.”
Fond of reading as a

child, citing Enid Blyton
and The Borrowers by
Mary Norton as her
favourites, Leigh re-
members spending
many hours frequenting
the Northside Library.
“So I returned the

favour
and
donated
a copy
of The
Glass
Table.”
The

book has
been
listed in
the top 10
best-
sellers for
Time
Books-
tores in
Singapore

for children’s fiction.
It has also been

named in the Ama-
zon.com bestsellers for
children’s fiction: ac-
tion/adventure, and
Amazon.com best-
sellers children’s fic-
tion: science fiction/
fantasy/mystery/horror.
“Writing for children

is a lot of fun, and a lot
of what they find amus-
ing, I do too.”
The Glass Table is

available in Australia
through Angus & Ro-
bertson bookstores and
ebooks are available at
Smashwords and
Barnes & Noble.

Children’s book by
ex-pat is bestseller
By SHARYN O’NEILL
sharyn.oneill@capnews.com.au

IN PRINT: Leigh K Cunningham’s book The Glass
Table (right) has been named among
Amazon.com bestsellers for children’s fiction.
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‘‘Writing forchildren is a lot
of fun

is built.”
He said he had al-
ways admired Peter’s
strong commitment to
help marginalised
people, before going on
to point out the many
Catholic and Christian
groups, such as the
Sisters of Mercy, St
Vincent de Paul, Centa-
care and Anglicare,
who also help the dis-
advantaged.
“Good friends are
allowed to differ and we
differ very much now in
our beliefs,” said Bish-
op Heenan, who didn’t
get a chance to see Mr
Kennedy on the week-
end because of commit-

wasn’t perfect, he
didn’t agree with his
friend’s new beliefs or
his thoughts that the
Catholic Church would
disappear.
“I know him very

well, he’s a lifetime and
dear friend of mine,”
Bishop Heenan said.
“Reading the article

in the paper I was a
little surprised.
“They are very

strong statements.
“While I respect him,

I do not agree with his
position because these
are the very founda-
tions on which my life

ments in Bundaberg
and the mining towns.

Meanwhile, Bishop
Heenan also said the
church was in the pro-
cess of organising visas
for three Indian priests
who he hoped would
move to Central
Queensland to help
make up for a shortage
of local clergy.
Having recently

returned to Australia
from India, he said the
new priests would be
welcomed across the
region.
“One of the challeng-

es now is getting visas,
even temporary visas,
and this could take
most of the rest of the
year,” Bishop Heenan
said.
“We are happy to go

through that process.”
He said priests in

India underwent a
longer training period
than in Australia, with
many studying for
more than 10 years.
While the new

priests speak fluent

English, the church will
support them with
speech classes to help
overcome any accent
barriers.
“I think our par-

ishioners will be very
welcoming; they have
supported me in going
down this path,” Bishop
Heenan said.
Asked if he felt under

pressure from the
challenges facing the
church, Bishop Heenan
said he felt blessed to
serve, for many years,
the people of Central
Queensland, whose
faith was alive and
hope-filled.
– AdamWratten

I was surprised: Heenan

STRONG STATEMENTS: Father Peter Kennedy during
a prayer service in Brisbane last year.
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Draw 2981

Dividends
Div 1 $1,818,181.82
Div 2 $14,725.85
Div 3 $1431.40
Div 4 $49.25
Div 5 $30.60

13-2-10

SUPER 66
0 2 5 1 3 8
Div 1 – No winner

Results Draw 1281

15 19 21
24 32 35
SUPP 33


